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fireflies, mosquitoes, large flies, and a number of
others; the large flies sting furiously, and the pain
from their sting, which is very piercing, lasts for a
long time; there are but few of these large flies. The
gnats are very small, hardly visible, but very per-
ceptibly felt; the fireflies do no harm; at night they
look like sparks of fire, casting a greater light than
the glowworms [31] that I have seen in France;
taking one of these flies and holding it near a book,
I could read very easily. As to the mosquitoes, they
are disagreeable beyond description. No one could
work, especially in the open air, during their reign,
unless there were smoke near by to drive them away.
Some people are compelled to go to bed after coming
from the woods, they are so badly stung. I have
seen men whose neck, cheeks, and whole face were
so swollen that you could not see their eyes. They
cover a man completely with blood when they attack
him; they war upon some people more than others.
Thus far they have treated me kindly enough; I do
not swell when they sting me, which is the case with
very few people unless they are accustomed to them.
If the country were cleared and inhabited, these lit-
tle beasts would not be found here, for already there
are but [32] few of them at the fort of Kebec, on ac-
count of the cutting down of the neighboring woods.

The 4th of July we weighed anchor to land at a
place four leagues from Kebec; but the wind was so
furious that we thought we would be wrecked in the
port. Before reaching Kebec we came to an Island
called saint Lawrence,’” in the middle of this great
river, which is fully seven leagues in length; the
western end of it is only about one league distant
from the French settlement. We cast anchor near



